L

Scanned with CamScanner

L

N RN
hn

Ay

'



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Contents

The poles of the world have had thejr B

fleeting snow and solid ice. The unique life £, Tecorge -

these regions tell part of the story of |; i i 1;1;13 Whie pogely in

ment. Nocv;vhman is beginning to claim the 55 :_ harg, ‘:}i':ate

own—and he may upset the BALANCE AND 7 Tegiong f Fieg
HE wa oo hig

he persists in his present course of action, \-_\“\O\R}D .
— 1f

Ice and snow are familiar enough to most

POLAR SETTING (Chapter I) ex}libitsl;e?rille’ but jee in Ty 8

of characteristics than can be imagined, Ther C_h broader "\a‘ﬁ\E

that forms on land and sea ice that forms a pre is fr-eshw i 'Ze

the ocean. There is ice that formsg anew each S:teCthe skin o;ce

lasts from year to year. The respective eng ason ang ice ther

quite different, however, with the North Poleshgfdt-he eartp af:
ing 4

b :
cean and the South Pole anchoring an entire continens assiye
nt,

The world’s weather system is de i

for by their frigid nature they hel;prllfa;xr:?;ﬁnced by the Poleg .
t.abl.ish the flow of air that results in winds Bui balance and es:

life is con'cerned, COPING WITH COLD (.Cha ?S far as aNimg|
some ma jOf‘ problems, such as acclimating to thp G-!r L) Presents
days anc'i nights and ad justing to the extremes oi ilx‘month-lon

t!'ne co-ntlnental interiors. The solutions includ eml?erature in
signs in fat and fur. © 8 Variety of ge.

S : .
reefifiirrl:ilnaltematlons of Ice—forming, then breakin h

( Chapterg;;;n E'lll‘{}? for a perilous LIFE IN THE BgALIl.f:\I:Ig:‘.
floe: o= . ‘ermo-regulation is needeq for life on an ice

floe; protection ;
p ction ig needed from wind and snow. The hunters
52

LIFE ON soyt
flightless pengu;ﬁ?%RIiIcE- (Chapter V), ranging from the
warm-blooded anim:; s blubbery seals. Of necessity, these
they are not on the ; S are creatures of two worlds, for when
€ice, they are in the water feeding | W

Scanned with CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

No traveler to southern oceans has ever failed to be impressed
with the abundance of life IN THE AIR ABOVE THE ICE
AND WATER (Chapter VI). The seabirds include the great
albatrosses of sailors’ legends, the ubiquitous petrels, and the
multitude of gulls, shearwaters, prions, skuas, and cape pigeons

that make their home far from man'’s land. 84

Although it may seem strange to visitors from more temperate
climes, animals form a major part of the RICHES OF THE
POLES (Chapter VII). The diversity of creatures is not so
great as might be found elsewhere in the world, but in terms of
shear numbers of organisms, the polar regions are unsurpassed.
From the shrimp-like krill, which are so numerous that they
turn the sea into a red soup, to the giant whales that feed on
them, the sea is a storehouse of riches. On land, the riches become
visual, from the sparse but colorful vegetation to the spectacular
aurorae, borealis and australis. 96

Fish in polar waters must adapt to a way of life BELOW THE
ICE (Chapter VIII). Conditions include not only the ice cover,
but also variations in salinity, depending upon whether the ice is
melting or forming, and water temperatures sometimes below
freezing. Yet many different species, perhaps a hundred, have
found these conditions bearable, including the ice fish, with its
white blood coursing through a semi-transparent body. 106

Biological rules of development and evolution have been based
upon observations in THE POLAR LABORATORY (Chapter
IX). The type and distribution of animals, the size and shape of
the body, the length of appendages all fit into general rules
correlating heredity and environment. 114

One of the major accomplishments of man is to live IN HAR-
MONY WITH THE ENVIRONMENT (Chapter IX). The
Eskimoes achieved this in their arctic homeland with a way of
life that extracted everything useful from the habitat, wasted
nothing, and exploited nothing. But today’s residents of the
area—military, scientists, pioneers, and modern Eskimoes—
have forgotten the lessons of the past. 122

The history of man in the polar regions has been one of explora-
tion and exploitation, especially of the animal resources like
whales and seals. Now man must decide whether he will change
this, whether he wants TO PLUNDER OR TO MANAGE THE
POLES (Chapter XI). Will the despoiling continue, or will the
direction follow the spirit of accord that brought about the Ant-
arctic Treaty, which preserved that continent for science? 132
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