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abietic The non-lnang factors whach
Cnor an ecosyslem. ¢ g he pe iy

termed the abwouc factors

ablation (1) The wattape o0 romw
surface snow or we by melting
ation. achieved by (a
sible hear and © latent hear (aded ©
VAPOuT pressur and ¢ wind welocll 3
by & insolation. (b) § condi tun [1om mor
armic debris or surrounding rock ls ()
meltwater streams. (d) rainfall () o b
limation: () wind removal. The ablation
factor 1s the rate at which the sce or snow
surface wastes. ¢ ablarion ull (2) The re-
moval of rock debns by wind action (§

deflation).
ablation till > 1/l

Abney-level A simple. lightweight survey-
ing instrument for measuning slope-angle
(angle of inclination), where no great
accuracy is required. It comprises a hand-
held sighting-tube linked to a spirit-level.
the bubble of which is reflected in the
cyepiece. When the observer sights an
object, adjustment is made to the tilting
spinit-level and once the bubble image
coincides with the object sight the slope-

A

C— e ————— e
R ————

angle can be mead from an attached
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shraston T he mechamical weanng effect on
row ks caunsed by & corravion The abrading
apent can take a vanety of forms, e g sand,
pebbles. boulders, but all must be moving
scroms the rock surface in order to scratch,
grind or polish These frictional agents
mayv be transported in various ways by
wind. runming water, ocean waves and
currents or by glacier wce. The act of abra-
won will therefore. vary in both its speed
and 1ts magnitude according to the type of
agents involved Sand-blasung by wind
creates & ventifacts. 29 abrasion platform,
attrifion

abrasion platform A wvirtually smooth
marme platform cut by ocean waves al a
coasthme. IT it 1s currently being fashioned
it will be exposed only at low tide. but
there 1s a possibility that the wave-cuf plat-
form will be hidden sporadically by a
mantle of beach shingle. which 1s the
abrading agent If the platform 1s perma-
nently exposed above high-water mark 1t
s probably a & raised-beach platform.

abscissa The honizontal axis (x axis) in a
graph 3 ordinate

absolute age Denotes the dating of rocks
in the strictest sense, in actual rather than
relative terms, usually by the number of
years 5y geochronology.

absolute drought A penod of at least fifteen
consecutive days on each of which less
than 025mm (0.01in) of rainfall 1s
recorded - British definition. In the USA
a & dry spell refers to fourteen consecutive
days without measurable rainfall.

absolute bumidity (vapour concentration)
The amount of water vapour per umil
volume of air, expressed in g em . Some-



