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The Muslin Communiry

all believe in a certain view of the Universe, and par-'>' .
O -~

ticipate in the same historical tradition that we are

| members of the society founded by the Prophet of ~ +. |
" . . ¢ s v \as
S Islam. Islam abhors all material limitations, and bases S

F"izs nationality on a purely abstract idea objectifiedo

: — & salladit
'n a potentially expansive group of concrete persond=J

lities. It is not dependent for its life principle on the ~

- character and genius of a particular people. Jinitses- ., Y
 sence, It is non-temporal, non-spatial. In the case of ., - ?

no community the words of Auguste Comte are SOXv- 27 125
completely true as in the case of our own. “‘Since ~,?;’;55'_,
religion!” says he, “embraces all our existence, its /<
history must be an epitome of the whole of our de-
velopment!” It may, Rowever, be asked that if mere

elief in certain propositions of a metaphysical im-{gs;%'/?
ort is the only thing that ultimately determines

he structure of the Muslim Community. Is it not an
xtremely unsafe basis,especially before the advance |

f modern knowledge with its habits of Rationlism 5+,
d Criticism?This is what the French Orientalist,/ ¢~
nan thought; he entertained a veild hope that

am would one day “lose the high intellectual and

ral direction of an important part of the Universe”’

ions, the basic principle of whose collective life
>rritorial, need not be afraid of Rationalism;to us

a danegerous fge, since it aims at the very princi-

which gives us a communal life, and alone makes
collective existence infelligihle YRatinnaliem is « =
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