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THE IMPORTANCE OF ENGLISM AS A SECOND
LANGUAGE IN PAKISIAN

1. The National and Foreign languages

Lanquages may be divided into two categor jies
== National and Foreign. Every civilized nation
has got a language which is the expression of
its thought and culture, its national life, ijts
customs and manners, and the whole range of its
social pattermn. It is the vehicle of its thought
in official, administrative and educational spher-
es. and helps the nation in carrying out
its manifold activities. This is known as the
National language of the country. In some countr-
ies, there arises the need of a foreign language
for establishing communication with the other
nations of the world, and for making access to
the advancement of knowledge in physical and
social sciences. This foreign language is incor-
porated in the educational curricula of the count-
Iy as a second language.

2. Complex Position in Pakistan

English is taught as a second languages in our
schools and colleges. However, the position
assigned to English language in our curricula _
is not true for most of our students whose mother
tongue is not Urdu. In Pakistan there are a
nunber of regional languages such as Pashto,
Punjabi, Seraiki, Baluchi and Sindhi which are
quite different from the National language, Urdu.
A child leamns to ‘'speak the mother tongue at
Jpome, but he has to leam Udu at the Primary
stace. Then, he is also expected to learmn Arabic
which is the language of the holy Quran. It
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1. Listening COl'l'lpl'ehcnsio'nr e
In order toO learn a language, ear-train_

< very essential. Unless we heer the oL
::t sounds and pay close ~attentjg, :u
them, we shall not be able to Prody.

the same sounds ourselves. There can be no lear.
ning of a language without exposing the ]

to that language. There is little omrtmity
for our students to listen to the spoken Enqljs
outside the classroom. Ihey would naturally copy
the model set before them by the tcacher. There-
fore, it is important that the teacher of English
language must acquire a fairly good standand
of speech. The teacher should provide to his
students a variety of situations and experiences
of listening to the spoken language.:

14



