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FOREWORD

Tr1s book appeared first in the United States of America; in October
1042 To fit it for American publication, Professor W. Cabell Greet ex-
tensively annotated the work; his valuable additions and modifications
are indicated by the use of ‘square’ parentheses [thus].

[ 'sage and Abusage is designed, not to compete with H. W, Fowler’s
Modern English Usage (that would be a fatuous attempt — and impos-
sible), but to supplement it and to complement it, and yet to write a
book that should be less Olympian and less austere. Even where the
two books cover common ground as mevntably they do occasion-
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s an. The indefinite article s often intro-
duced. though quite superfluoualy, in such
semionces 550 'NO more signal a defeat was
ever inflicted’ (quoted by Fowler). In ‘He's
the party as had a done 1, its use 1s merely
dinerate and may be due 10 the difficulty of
prosouncing Lthe two d's. It may represent
keve i °1 wogld "a done it" and in had"aw
(g.v.). It occurs also n illiterate speech
guck as Cockney ‘I arst you wot you was
g~down’ of" (D. Savers), and American
Southern Mountan "He's a-singin’ a love
song’ (hallad), Ci. ‘Father's gone a-hunt-
mg’ It can hardly be condemned when
gsed for lyncal euphooy in “all ablowing
and agrowng.
‘sot’ of ‘without’ should be pre-

thumb, then returned it with every sign of
satisfaction.’

abide ("can’t ahide him') is not strictly incor-

rect, but a low<lass colloguiatism, [In
American usage it may have homely or
half-humorous quality.]

ability and capacity. Abiliry is a power to do

something, or skill in doing it, whether the
something be physical or intellectual, *Here,
promotion is by ability, not by birth'; *He
has outstanding abilily as a surgeon - a
writer - a pugilist ...". Capacity, apan
from its physical sense (*power Lo receive or
to contain’; capacity of 1,000 gallons),
means cither ‘power to absorb or learn
knowledge as opposed to power-in-doing’
or ‘innate or pative power as opposed (o
acquired power”, 'My capacity for mathe-
matics is negligible.'

abjure, ‘to renounce an oath', is very casily

nunfmod with adjure, ‘10 request earnestly,
‘charge a person under oath’. (The Con.

jon is now intolerably pedantic for ‘the

WRs one’s hands and face’; per-
19is but a sorry jest; and
fior #is an example of pompous
chi m by Sir Ernest
Mmbcrm'ed for its

' }-'—'lh-l-hing of the body
l'h.

m Catholic.) ‘The
m and paten after

“The washing of
re assuming the
ﬂ during the cele-

*md water used to
oL, wash lhe fingers



