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Foreword

\ fresh copy ol High Performance MySQL has been the first book to get plopped down on the desk of evers
;“.“ I\-huui DHBA. systems engineer. or database-minded developer since 1t came out nearly two decades ago

When Jeremy Zawodny and Derek Balling set out to write a hopk about running MySQL at scale. mr bring clanty
and struclurc. to vears ol mystery. it was destined (o become an instant classic in the MySOQL world. Through the

years and several updates, some of the content of the original and the subscquent updates has held up. and some
not so much.

MySQL itself has advanced, the MySQL community has changed a lot, and the ways in which we use MySOL
have changed. Now in the 4th edition, Silvia and Jeremy undertake a thankless and gargantuan task to update this
classic for the modern era—and they are just the pair for the task.

In my time (now more than 20 years!) in the MySQL community, the one consistent thing has been, well.

inconsistency. Everyone uses MySQL (and databases in general) in slightly different ways, and they each have
different expectations of it. Everyone makes some good decisions, some well-intentioned but questionable
decisions, and, always, their share of bad ones. Sometimes, progress is casy, but sometimes 1t takes sage advice
and a new way of thinking about the problem learned straight from an expert.

Silvia and Jeremy are just such experts. Everything from MySQL architecture. optimization, replication, bapkups.
and more, stood to benefit from them sharing their extensive experience in the trenches with MySQL. In this new

4th edition, many subjects got new treatment. a lot of outdated material was removed, errors were corrected, and a
new and fresh style was brought to the material.

Like the original (now vintage, and quaintly small) st edition, the 4th editio
generation of developers, DBAs. and their bosses into the new world
perhaps sometimes Kicking and screaming.

n promises to help carry the newest
of MySQL; sometimes with cxcitement, but

Thanks, Silvia and Jere

my. for your hard work (o nurture the next generation of MySQL geeks who will be
keeping the world's dat

a safe and the world’s top websites and other data-driven systems performing at their peak.
Congratulations on gettin

g this done through COVID and everything el
the new DBAs a copy.

se. The rest of us will make sure o get all

Jeremy Cole
near Reno, Nevada
October 2021



